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(54) TiUe: MODULATION OF MESENCHYMAL CELLS VIA IGA-RECEPTORS 



- IgA increases TNFa-induced ICAM-1 
expression on RA synovial fibroblasts 
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(57) Abstract; IgA receptors, including a polymeric immunoglobulin receptor (pIgR) and a FcotR, have been found on smooth mus- 
cle cells, synovial fibroblast cells and on both synovial and endothelial cells in synovial tissues from patients with arthritis. Incubation 
of smooth muscle cells or tissue with pIgA increases cytosolic calcium and alters the contractile state. Incubation of sjmovial cells 
with IgA modulates the inflammatory responses of these cells. The invention relates to methods of modulating calcium signalling 
and/or contractility of mesenchymal cells, as well as modulating (preferably inhibiting) the inflammatory responses of mesenchymal 
cells, methods of treating inflairimatoiy conditions (such as asthma and arthritis), methods of drug delivery to mesenchymal cells 
and methods of detecting conditions associated with IgA receptors on mesenchymal cells. 



W(Ao4/012763 Al lOlllililiiiiliiliiilliilllliiii 



before the expiration of the time limit for amending the For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing ca the begin- 
amendments ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette, 



